[Non-Hodgkin's malignant lymphoma with cervicofacial expression. Modulation of the radiotherapy-chemotherapy combination according to the cytological class].
An analysis was conducted in March 1983, after a mean follow up of 40 months, of cases of cervicofacial stages I and II non-Hodgkins malignant lymphoma in 3 children and 41 adults (mean age: 51 years, range: 6-90 years) treated between 1969 and March 1981. According to the Working Formulation malignancy was low in 4 cases, intermediate in 24 and high in 13; 3 cases could not ne classified retrospectively. Cytologic classification showed 13 of class 1 of low malignancy, 7 of class 2 of high malignancy with leukemic potential, and 16 of class 3 of high malignancy with a course leading to tumor formation. The cavum was involved in 10 cases, the tonsils in 9, the parotids in 1, the uvula in 1, isolated cervical adenopathies in 14, multiple unilateral adenopathies in 3 and bilateral cervical adenopathies in 5 cases. Therapy varied according to the series: in the first series (1969-1975) the 23 cases were treated by radiotherapy alone (40-55 Gy). In the second series (1976-1981) of 21 cases, chemotherapy was given as a function of the cytologic class: prophylactic chemotherapy for 6 months after radiation for classes 1 and 2, initial chemotherapy for 6 weeks, cerebral radiation and methotrexate intrathecally, and maintenance chemotherapy for 3 months in class 3. The failure rate for radiated zones was identical in the 2 series (less than 10%). Adjusted 5-year survival rate was 60% for series 1 against 70% for series 2 (p = 0.9), and adjusted remission rate was 43% against 64% (p = 0.8).